airplane in that you first fabricate the parts then
assemble them into subassemblies and the
subassemblies into the whole. Along the way you
must do some accurate cutting and filing and
drilling as well as figuring out half a dozen
problems built-in to such a project, such as 'How do
| get all twenty pieces of sheet metal out of this
16x48 panel?'

Frankly, it's a lot of work. And nowadays work is
considered a bit old-fashioned, especially if it
involves something you've never done before.

But the concept behind the Basic Box applies equally
well to composites, welded steel or even wooden
construction practices -- the Basic Box is meant to
provide the means to an end rather than an end unto
itself.

Want to build the Basic Box from fiberglas? No
problem. There are at least four acceptable methods
of arriving at the desired finished product.

Howabout wood? The same applies to wooden
construction. Or to steel. And in each case the
object is not to provide you with a toolbox, it is

to teach you welding or wood-working or many
possible variations when working with composites.

So you do the work and in doing so, learn the
required techniques. But it isn't some Quick &

Easy smear a little epoxy on the table sorta thing.
Nor do you weld half a joint and skip off to the

next booth to get a three minute 'education’ in
scarfing plywood. Under the Old Rules you not only
acquired an in-depth knowledge of the required
techniques and procedures, you made a useful thing,
something that would last your lifetime, something
better than anything you could buy... and something
that could only be made by human hands.

Want to buy a 'prentice box'? I'll be happy to sell
you mine. For ten thousand dollars :-)

-R.S.Hoover




